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Father Edward Fox Council #6747 

   

 
Grand Knight Message 

 

Brother Knights,  

Let me begin by thanking you for supporting me being your Grand Knight again for the 2022-2023 Fraternal 

Year. It has been my honor to serve you in this position and I will apply what I have learned last year to do a 

much better job this fraternal year. I am blessed to have an incredibly talented and dedicated group of officers 

and directors supporting me this past fraternal year and now into the upcoming year.  

To echo the newly installed State Deputy Brother Patrick Rowland, as we begin this new fraternal year, let each 

of us remember why we first chose to become a Knight and what it means to each of us as we embrace this 

year’s state motto – “Serving God by Serving Others”.  

This year, as a council, we will continue our long-standing support for our parishes and local communities 

through events that will support our KOVAR and VKCCI Charities, Special Olympics and our Faith, Family, 

Community and Life Programs. In addition to these events, there is new Supreme Initiative “Aid and Support 

After Pregnancy” (ASAP) which is a call to action for Knights across the United States and Canada to increase 

financial support to pregnancy resource centers, maternity homes and other organizations which give direct 

assistance to new mothers and/or babies. 

This month, we are actively selling the VT Football Raffle Tickets, which is our council’s biggest fundraiser.  

Our council will have a booth at the Blacksburg Steppin’ Out event on Friday, 5 August (from 10 am – 6 pm) 

and Saturday 6 August (from 10 am - 8 pm). Our booth for this event will be located at slot R4 which is next to 

the intersection of Main Street and Roanoke Street in Blacksburg. We need Knights to sign up for time slots to 

not only sell Raffle Tickets, but also to potentially recruit new members to join our council.  

We will also be selling Raffle Tickets in conjunction with St Mary’s Ministry Fair after all masses on the 

weekend of 27 – 28 August. This will be the Final opportunity to purchase Raffle Tickets at both St Mary’s and 

Holy Spirit. 
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On Sunday afternoon, 28 August, we will be holding out Annual Officer Installation and Dinner at the Council 

Home (400 College Street, Christiansburg). At the end of the evening’s festivities, we will draw the winning 

tickets for the raffle.  

Looking out to September, our council will be supporting St Mary’s Parish Picnic on Sunday, 11 September.  

Please take a moment and review the Council Calendar for upcoming events in September and October and plan 

to support our very important events that support of Council Charities and programs that support the needy.  

I am looking forward to working with each of you again this year as we work to fulfill our founders, Blessed 
Michael J McGivney’s vision to care for the needy and the outcast.  

Vivat Jesus 

Timothy J. Leake 

Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus 

Father Edward Fox Council l 6747 

Email: GK6747@vakofc.org  

Website: http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=6747  

Blessed Michael J. McGivney, Pray for US!  

The details and timing of the Knights monthly Rosary, our fundraising events and other council activities 

are always available on our website - https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/index.asp?CNO=6747  

 

Father Edward Fox Council 6747 

400 College Street 

Christiansburg, Virginia 24073 

2022 – 2023 Officers 

 

• Tim Leake    Grand Knight 

• Rev. Father John Asare   Co-Chaplain 

• Rev, Father Patricio   Co-Chaplain 

• Angel Diaz    Deputy Grand Knight 

• Nelson Carey    Financial Secretary 

• Matthew Wheeler    Treasurer 

• TBD (John Swindell)   Recorder 

• Jim Holt     Advocate 

• Jamie Cogbill    Warden 

• Claude Steele    Chancellor 

• Joseph Wheeler    Inside Guard 

• Jose Gomez    Outside Guard  

• Humberto Rodriguez   Trustee 3rd Year 

• Frank Gwazdauskas   Trustee 2nd Year 

• Samuel Swindell    Trustee 1st Year 

• Michael vonSpankovsky   Lecturer 

mailto:GK6747@vakofc.org
http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=6747
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/index.asp?CNO=6747
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• Asa Weber    Program Director 

• Robert Canfield    Life Director 

• Matthew Wheeler    Community Director 

• Paul Wysocki    Faith Director 

• Asa Weber    Family Director  

• Membership Chairman   Claude Steele 
 

 
Save the Date 

August 2022 

        2/4 Knights of Columbus 140th Supreme Convention - Nashville, TN 

         3  Officer Meeting 7:00 pm By Zoom 

        5/6 Raffles Sales @ Steppin’ Out  

  10  Business Meeting 

Council Rosary 7:00 pm 

      Council Business Meeting 7:30 pm 

         13  Blessed Michael McGivney Feast Day 

  Knights of Columbus Southwest Regional Training (Roanoke 562) 

         15  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

  24  Father James Burge Assembly Meeting 6:30 pm 

27/28 Raffle Sales @ St. Mary’s and Holy Spirit 

  St. Mary’s Ministry Fair -Father Fox Council Membership Drive (after all masses) 

 28  Installation of Officers/Potluck/Raffle Drawing  

September 2022 

 3  Pet Food Drive @ Petco in Christiansburg (Tent)  

          7  Officer Meeting 7:00 pm By Zoom 

        11  St. Mary’s Feast Day Celebration and Parish Picnic 

        14  Business Meeting 

Council Rosary 7:00 pm 

      Council Business Meeting 7:30 pm       

         24     MCAEP Food Drive / Fund – Food Lion - TBD 

         28  Father James Burge Assembly Meeting 6:30 pm     
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Remembering Father Charles Breindel 

 

 
 

Charles Louis Breindel, 74, passed away Saturday, July 16, 2022, in Virginia Beach, Virginia, after suffering a stroke. 

Charles was born January 19, 1948, to Jerome and Charlotte Breindel in St. Mary’s, Pennsylvania.  He was a graduate of 

Elk County Christian High School in St. Mary’s, before moving on to higher education. 

Charles attended Indiana University of Pennsylvania, completing advanced degrees in mathematics. He also obtained a 

PhD in healthcare administration from Penn State. He married Josphine Sicheri in 1969 and together they had four 

children, Sara, Elizabeth, Rebecca and Tressa. He is also survived by four grandchildren, Sara’s children Sophia and 

Alexander, and Rebecca’s children Matthew and Gus.  

 

During Charles’ distinguished first career he was a hospital administrator, consultant, professor and the dean of the MHA 

program at the medical college of Virginia Commonwealth University. He taught and helped develop healthcare systems 

in the Middle East and Eastern Europe. He had a great passion for travel and traveled the world professionally and for 

pleasure. 

 

After his marriage ended, Charles heard his calling to the priesthood. He entered the Theological College at Catholic 

University in Washington, D.C in 1996 and was ordained in 2000, after receiving his master’s in divinity. He served as 

parochial vicar at St. Edward the Confessor, North Chesterfield (2000-2001), and Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Newport 

News (2001-2002). His first pastorate was Sacred Heart, Danville (2002- 2011), when he was also pastor of St. Paschal 

Baylon, South Boston, and St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Brookneal. He next served as pastor of Church of the Ascension, 

Virginia Beach (2011-2013), and then Holy Spirit, Christiansburg, and Holy Family, Pearisburg (2013-2015). 

 

After retirement, he joined St Gregory the Great in Virginia Beach, VA, where he frequently offered mass. He was well-

known for his engaging homilies, which he shared with a large email list as well as during mass. He also self-published 

two editions of his memoirs. Fr Charles was a beloved member of the community at Marian Manor, where he last resided. 

He was a friend and advisor to many, and his door was always open.  

Charles was predeceased by his parents, as well as his brother Joseph. Along with his immediate family, he is survived by 

his brothers Jerome and Eugene and sister Patricia Wise. 

 

Condolences may be left for the family at www.altmeyerfh.com.  

 

August is the Month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 

The Church dedicates the month of August to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. It is a dogma of the Catholic faith 

that Mary is the Immaculate Conception; that is, in preparation for the Incarnation of the Second Person of the 

Holy Trinity in her womb, she was conceived without the corruption of sin through the foreseen and infinite 

merits of her Son, Jesus Christ. Over the centuries, as saints and theologians reflected on how Mary pondered 

and treasured the sacred events from the life of Christ in her holy heart, as attested in Scripture, her pure heart 

was recognized as something to be imitated. Devotion to Our Lady’s purity of heart began to flower—so much 

so that in the 17th century, St. John Eudes promoted it alongside the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The devotion rose to 

a new level after the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, when Mary revealed an image of her Immaculate Heart 

to Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco 

http://www.altmeyerfh.com/
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Father John celebrated 25th Ordination 

                                        

Our Worthy Chaplain and Pastor, Father John Asare celebrated his 25th Anniversary of Ordination on the weekend of July 

16/17 at St. Mary’s, Blacksburg. The St. Mary’s community hosted a cake reception after every mass. Grand Knight Tim 

Leake on behalf of Father Fox Council 6747, presented Father John with a Knights of Columbus priest chasuble & stole 

set. 

Additionally, Father John was interviewed in the Catholic Virginian – July 28, 2022, article by Janna Reynolds: “’Call of 

the Gospel’ shapes Father Asare’s priesthood.” https://catholicvirginian.org 

 
Council Communications  

 

Any Brother Knight who does not want to received council communications or have information shared, please contact 

the Chancellor Claude Steele (kofc6747@gmail.com ) so limits can be placed on any personal information (i.e. photos, 

birthdays, anniversary, mailings, etc.).  

For Council Webpage and access to Members Only 

 

Step 1 go to: http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=6747  

Step 2 For Members Only Access  

Step 3 click on Members Only tab on left panel of page  

Step 4 enter your K of C member#  

Step 5 enter your passcode (Your birthdate MMDDYYYY)  

Step 6 Hit submit tab  

https://catholicvirginian.org/
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Step 7 Start Exploring what you can find and do! 

• Set volunteer hour goals and track them.  

• Make prayer requests  

• Read Treasurers Report; Financial Secretary Report, Meeting Minutes.  

• Nominate Knight of the Month or Family of the Month  

• Nominate and vote for Officers 

 

    

The Supreme Chaplain’s Monthly Challenge – August 2022 

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 

exalted.” (Gospel for Aug. 28, Lk 14:11) 

An important part of humbling oneself is not constantly focusing on one’s own needs, worries and desires. If we 

want to put God and others before self, we must think about ourselves less often and others more. This reality is 

seen in the life of Blessed Michael McGivney, whose feast day is Aug. 13. Father McGivney was constant in 

his humble service of God and neighbor. May we imitate his humility in our own lives. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you to pray the Blessed Michael McGivney Novena for the intention to grow in 

humility. Second, I challenge you to support the Faith in Action Family Prayer Night or Family Week program, 

including in your efforts devotions to Blessed Michael McGivney. 

Questions for Reflection: 

Do you find yourself being self-centered at times? What are some ways you can seek to think about yourself 

less often? What can you learn from the life of Blessed Michael McGivney about humility? 

Celebrating Birthdays in July/August 2022 

 

Warm birthday wishes to all brother knights celebrating birthdays in July and August.  

 

May our God bless you today 

and each day that follows. 

May you hear his voice 

Follow His footsteps 

Be comforted by His care 

And live in His grace 

Now and forever. 

 

Amen. 
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Prayer Intentions 

❖ Individual prayer intentions, can now be placed on the council webpage Members Only section: 

http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=6747   

"Realize it, my brethren; —everyone who breathes, high and low, educated and ignorant, young and old, man and 

woman, has a mission, has a work. We are not sent into this world for nothing; we are not born at random; . . . God 

sees every one of us; He creates every soul, He lodges it in the body, one by one, for a purpose. He needs, He deigns to 

need, every one of us. He has an end for each of us; we are all equal in His sight, and we are placed in our different 

ranks and stations, not to get what we can out of them for ourselves, but to labor in them for Him. As Christ has His 

work, we too have ours; as He rejoiced to do His work, we must rejoice in ours also." 

–St. John Henry Newman 

 

Seminarian Information 

David Arellano 

Mt. St. Mary's Seminary 

16300 Old Emmitsburg, Rd. 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727                           

Prayer during Coronavirus Pandemic  

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your beloved 

children. We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.  

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and world, and for all our families and loved ones, the protection of 

your holy angels, that we may be spared the worst of this illness.  For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the 

grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help 

them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly 

are our compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep 

us in the embrace of your arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 Blessed Michael J. McGivney  

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild serves as a source for information about the life, works and spirituality of Father 

McGivney. The Guild distributes informational materials about him, receives reports of favors granted through his 

intercession and oversees the distribution of relics. Guild members receive regular updates on the progress of Father 

McGivney's cause for canonization. Members of the Knights of Columbus are not automatically Guild members and must 

elect to join the Guild. The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Newsletter published bimonthly except July- August is 

free to Guild members.  

http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=6747
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Father McGivney Facts  

➢ Born: August 12, 1852  

➢ Ordained: December 22, 1877  

➢ Died: August 14, 1890  

➢ Named Servant of God: September 1997  

➢ Named Venerable: March 15, 2008  

➢ Beatified: October 31, 2020 

The Father McGivney Guild promotes the cause for canonization of our founder: Father Michael J. McGivney. The goal 

of the Guild is to spread the good word about his holiness of life, to encourage devotion to his memory, and to seek his 

intercession before the throne of God. The Guild serves as a clearinghouse for information about Blessed Michael J. 

McGivney, his life and works, and any favors attributed to his intercession. Blessed Michael J. McGivney is a unique 

model for today’s Catholic and today’s Catholic priest because of his attention to the social ills and injustices of his day 

and his collaboration with the laity. He was zealous for the life of union with God through prayer and the sacraments, and 

he would have been right at home in today’s world. He was then and would be today an eager apostle for the Gospel of 

life, and a determined foe of the culture of death. There is no cost to join the Guild, but donations are welcome. For more 

information about the Guild or to donate go to: www.fathermcgivney.org 

 *Note: Blessed Michael J. McGivney would not be the first member of the Knights of Columbus to be canonized. A 

group of six Mexican members of our organization were martyred during the Cristero War of 1926-1929 and its 

aftermath. The six are St. Luis Batis, St. Rodrigo Aguilar, St. Miguel de la Mora, St. Pedro de Jesús Maldonado, St. 

José María Robles, and St. Mateo Correa.  

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael J. McGivney (Founder of the Knights of Columbus): God, our 

Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, 

to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the 

example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity 

and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your 

love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed 

Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now 

present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Oracion por la Canonizacion del Beato Michael McGivney (Fundador de los Caballeros de Colon): Dios nuestro 

Senor, protector del pobre y defensor de la viuda y el Huerfano, Tu llamaste a tu sacerdote, el Beato Michael McGivney, a 

ser un apostol de la vida familiar Cristiana y a dirigir a los jovenes al generoso servicio de su projimo. Haz que por medio 

del ejempio de su vida y virtud, podamos seguir a tu Hijo Jesucristo mas estrechamente, cumpliendo tu mandamiento de 

amor y hacienda crecer su Cuerpo que es la Iglesia. Que la inspiracion de tu siervo nos lleve a una mayor confianza en tu 

amor para que podamos cntinuar su obra de cuidar al necesitado y olvidado. Humildemente te pedimos que glorifiques al 

Beato Michael McGivney en la tierra de acuerdo a los designios de tu Santa Voluntad. Por su intercession, concedeme el 

favor que te suplico (haga aqui su peticion). Por Cristo nuestro Senor. Amen. 

                    

                                          

 

 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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 Jack Clarke, FIC, FICF, SKC, MDRT 

   Field Agent, The Abbate Agency 

       The Knights of Columbus 

  Top Ten Agency in North America  

                                                                              

2016, 2017, 2018 #2, 2019 #2, 2020 

#2 

2800 Electric Rd, Suite 102-C 

Roanoke, VA 24018 

(866) 868-1492, Abbate Agency 

Toll Free, Ext. 1402 

(540) 204-4984 Blue Ridge office, 

Ext. 1402 

Office-mail: ClarkeOfficeMail@kofc.org 

Fax: 540-204-4985 

Email: Jack.Clarke@kofc.org  

Cell Phone: 757-575-0069 

Visit our website for more information 

www.virginiakofc.com 

Like us on Facebook  www.facebook.com/Abbatekofc 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

Father Fox Council Leadership 

2022-2023 Fraternal Year 
 

Tim Leake  Grand Knight 

Rev. Father John Asare Co-Chaplain 

Rev, Father Patricio Co-Chaplain 

Angel Diaz  Deputy Grand Knight 

Nelson Carey  Financial Secretary 

Matthew Wheeler Treasurer 

TBD (John Swindell) Recorder 

Jim Holt  Advocate 

Jamie Cogbill  Warden 

Claude Steele  Chancellor 

Joseph Wheeler  Inside Guard 

Jose Gomez  Outside Guard  

Humberto Rodriguez Trustee 3rd Year 

Frank Gwazdauskas Trustee 2nd Year 

Samuel Swindell Trustee 1st Year 

Michael vonSpankovsky    Lecturer 

Asa Weber  Program Director 

Robert Canfield  Life Director 

Matthew Wheeler Community Director 

Paul Wysocki  Faith Director 

Asa Weber  Family Director  

Claude Steele  Membership Chairman 

Claude Steele            Communications Director

  
Father Edward Fox Council 6747 District 25 

Instituted: 12/14/1975 400 College St. 

Christiansburg, Virginia  

Email: Kofc6747@gmail.com  

Webpage: 

http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=6747  

Grand Knight: GK6747@vakofc.org  

Financial Secretary: ngnpccarey@gmail.com  
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